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view the world. I know the Roberts family 
looks forward to the changes and challenges 
that their new son will bring to their lives while 
taking pleasure in the many rewards they are 
sure to receive as they watch him grow. 

I welcome young Ryan into the world and 
wish Richard and Melissa all the best as they 
raise him. 

f 

HONORING JOHN ANDREW NIX 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 14, 2009 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize John Andrew Nix a very 
special young man who has exemplified the 
finest qualities of citizenship and leadership by 
taking an active part in the Boy Scouts of 
America and in earning the most prestigious 
award of Eagle Scout. 

John has been very active with his troop 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years John has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending John Andrew Nix for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ROBERT J. JOSSEN 

HON. NITA M. LOWEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 14, 2009 

Mrs. LOWEY. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to recognize Mr. Robert J. Jossen for his ac-
complished legal career and dedication to the 
Jewish community of Westchester County, 
New York. On Tuesday, May 12, 2009, Mr. 
Jossen received The Jewish Theological Sem-
inary 14th Annual Judge Simon H. Rifkind 
Award. 

A graduate of Cornell University and Colum-
bia University Law School, Mr. Jossen began 
his career as a law clerk for the Honorable 
Marvin E. Frankel of the U.S. District Court for 
the Southern District of New York. Currently a 
partner with the international law firm Dechert 
LLP, Bob is a fellow of the American College 
of Trial Lawyers and has been named one of 
this nation’s best business litigators by Best 
Lawyers in America for the past ten years. 

Mr. Jossen has demonstrated an admirable 
commitment to educating the next generation 
of attorneys, lecturing widely on ethics and 
other topics for the Practicing Law Institute 
and the New York State Bar Association. He 
has also served as an adjunct professor of 
Legal Ethics at both Columbia University Law 
School and St. John’s University Law School, 
an adjunct lecturer in Professional Responsi-
bility at Brooklyn Law School, and an instruc-
tor for the National Institute for Trial Advocacy. 

From 2004 to 2007, Mr. Jossen served as 
president of Temple Israel Center of White 

Plains, New York, and has spent nearly twenty 
years serving as general counsel to the Rab-
binical Assembly of the Conservative Move-
ment. Bob has generously lent his time and 
talent to enriching New York’s Jewish commu-
nity, conducting annual seminars with grad-
uating rabbinical students on confidentiality, 
counseling, and contracts. 

Madam Speaker, I am proud to recognize 
the many accomplishments of Robert J. 
Jossen, and I urge my colleagues to join me 
in honoring his contributions to the legal pro-
fession and Jewish community. 

f 

RECOGNIZING OFFICER DAVID 
LOAR AND OFFICER CHRIS-
TOPHER SKINNER AS RECIPI-
ENTS OF THE 2009 TOP COP 
AWARD 

HON. EMANUEL CLEAVER 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 14, 2009 

Mr. CLEAVER. Madam Speaker, it is with 
great pride that I rise today to recognize Offi-
cers David Loar and Christopher Skinner of 
Kansas City, Missouri, as recipients of the 
2009 Top COPS Award. This award is pre-
sented to outstanding law enforcement officers 
by the National Association of Police Organi-
zations for acts that go above and beyond the 
call of duty. Officers Loar and Skinner were 
nominated for this award by their peers for ac-
tions they undertook in helping a 70 year old 
homeless man. 

Officer Loar and Officer Skinner first met 
Harold, a retired trucker, on New Year’s Eve 
in 2008 in the underground parking garage of 
a local shopping center in my district. Harold, 
who had lost his home in a divorce, also had 
his identification papers stolen while staying at 
a homeless shelter. Unable to get back on his 
feet, Harold was living in the underground ga-
rage. Upon meeting Harold, Officer Loar and 
Officer Skinner made the decision to help this 
elderly man reclaim his life. 

Officer Loar and Officer Skinner worked to 
help Harold obtain a birth certificate, a Social 
Security card, photo identification, as well as a 
post office box. They brought him sandwiches 
and checked on him during the cold winter 
nights. Upon some investigation, Officers Loar 
and Skinner found that Harold was eligible for 
Social Security and Medicare benefits, and 
this enabled Harold to collect almost $10,000 
in back benefits. Eventually, Officer Loar and 
Officer Skinner helped Harold find an apart-
ment, and even paid for Harold to stay in a 
hotel until the apartment unit was ready for 
him to move into. 

Madam Speaker, please join me in honoring 
Officer Loar and Officer Skinner for their com-
mitment to helping Harold. These two police 
officers stand as an example to all in the Fifth 
District of Missouri, as well as the rest of the 
Nation. Many of us walk by homeless men 
and women everyday, yet few take the time to 
stop. Officer Loar and Officer Skinner walked 
into the parking garage that cold New Year’s 
Eve and made the decision to help; they made 
the decision to be one of the few to change 
the course of someone’s life. Officer Loar and 
Officer Skinner showed true compassion when 

they decided to help a stranger fight his way 
back off the streets. It is for these commend-
able actions that Officer Loar and Officer Skin-
ner were awarded the 2009 Top COPS 
Award. I urge my colleagues of the 111th 
Congress to join me in congratulating Officer 
Loar and Officer Skinner on their well-de-
served honor. 

f 

HONORING THE SERVICE OF AR-
KANSAS’ PUBLIC SAFETY TELE-
COMMUNICATORS 

HON. JOHN BOOZMAN 
OF ARKANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 14, 2009 

Mr. BOOZMAN. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to honor the service of Arkansas’ public 
safety telecommunicators and emergency 
service dispatchers. 

We’re taught to call 9–1–1 in an emergency 
and these are the men and women who an-
swer our call for help. They recently cele-
brated National Public Safety Telecommunica-
tors Week. This special week honors the thou-
sands of people who respond to emergency 
calls, dispatch emergency professionals, and 
offer life-saving assistance in our communities. 

These civil servants work tirelessly to as-
sure we have direct and immediate access to 
emergency responders whenever the need 
arises. We recognize these men and women 
for their service as well as their concentrated 
community outreach, training courses for stu-
dents, senior citizens and church groups on 
the uses and abuses of the emergency tele-
phone lines and the services available. These 
community awareness programs improve the 
quality of our telecommunicators’ work. 

Their commitment to excellence makes our 
communities a much safer place to live, and 
for that I thank them for their service. My ap-
preciation for these Americans who help us 
every day is immeasurable. We must recog-
nize and honor their efforts not only one week, 
but all year long. 

f 

HONORING KYLE THOMAS ALBERG 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 14, 2009 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Kyle Thomas Alberg a 
very special young man who has exemplified 
the finest qualities of citizenship and leader-
ship by taking an active part in the Boy Scouts 
of America, Troop 332, and in earning the 
most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Kyle has been very active with his troop 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Kyle has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Kyle Thomas Alberg for 
his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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RECOGNIZING ARMED FORCES DAY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. ANN KIRKPATRICK 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 13, 2009 

Ms. KIRKPATRICK of Arizona. Madam 
Speaker, I rise today in support of H. Res. 
377, which observes this Saturday’s Armed 
Forces Day and celebrates the courageous 
service of our men and women in uniform. 

Our fighting men and women in the Army, 
Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps and Coast 
Guard, whether on active duty, reserve, or 
serving in the National Guard, have been pro-
tecting our Nation bravely and honorably since 
before we were even a Nation. They continue 
to do so today. I have just recently returned 
from the combat zone in Afghanistan, where I 
had the chance to visit with our troops on the 
frontlines of the struggle against global ter-
rorism. I was impressed and moved by their 
commitment as they continue to sacrifice so 
much to keep us safe and free. 

This year, we celebrate Armed Forces Day 
on May 16. I encourage all Americans to take 
time out of this day to thank those who have 
risked and too often given their lives to pre-
serve freedom and democracy. But one day is 
not nearly enough to recognize all that the 
members of our Armed Forces have done for 
this country. Every day should be an Armed 
Forces Day, a Memorial Day and a Veterans’ 
Day. We have done great work in this Con-
gress to better keep our promises to our serv-
ice members and our Veterans, but we still 
have much more to do to make sure they re-
ceive the treatment and respect they have 
earned. 

In the coming weeks, I will be working to in-
crease access to quality physical and mental 
health care and to great educational opportu-
nities for our Veterans. I encourage all of my 
colleagues to support this resolution, but I also 
urge them to join in my efforts to try to pay the 
eternal debt of gratitude we owe to our fighting 
men and women. 

f 

HONORING ZACHARY RAYMOND 
BUKATY 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 14, 2009 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Zachary Raymond Bukaty 
a very special young man who has exempli-
fied the finest qualities of citizenship and lead-
ership by taking an active part in the Boy 
Scouts of America, Troop 332, and in earning 
the most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Zachary has been very active with his troop 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Zachary has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Madam Speaker, I proudly ask you to join 
me in commending Zachary Raymond Bukaty 
for his accomplishments with the Boy Scouts 
of America and for his efforts put forth in 
achieving the highest distinction of Eagle 
Scout. 

21ST CENTURY GREEN HIGH-PER-
FORMING PUBLIC SCHOOL FA-
CILITIES ACT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. JOHN D. DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 13, 2009 

The House in Committee of the Whole 
House on the State of the Union had under 
consideration the bill (H.R. 2187) to direct 
the Secretary of Education to make grants 
to State educational agencies for the mod-
ernization, renovation, or repair of public 
school facilities, and for other purposes: 

Mr. DINGELL. Mr. Chair, I rise today in 
strong support of H.R. 2187, the 21st Century 
Green High-Performing Public School Facili-
ties Act. I joined a cosponsor of this legislation 
because I believe our children are our greatest 
hope and their success determines the future 
success of our nation. To best prepare them 
for their future, we have a responsibility to pro-
vide them with the best education possible. 

Today’s legislation helps to further that goal 
by ensuring that our school districts have the 
funding they need to provide safe and healthy 
learning environments for our children. We 
know that America’s schools are millions of 
dollars short of the funding needed to ren-
ovate and equip our schools for the 21st Cen-
tury. H.R. 2187 would authorize $6.4 billion for 
school facilities projects for fiscal year 2010, 
providing a down payment for work to mod-
ernize our schools, while at the same time 
greening our schools. This legislation also re-
quires school improvement projects to meet 
green building standards, as well as provides 
funds to help schools to track the energy 
needs and use of their facilities. Under this 
bill, Michigan would receive over $244 million 
for school facilities projects. 

As father and a grandfather, nothing is more 
important to me than ensuring that the schools 
in the 15th and Michigan are safe and well- 
constructed. However, with state budgets in 
peril, many schools are struggling to maintain 
their payrolls, let alone make the improve-
ments necessary to their schools. We know 
that green schools reduce pollution by using 
about 30 percent less water and energy than 
conventional schools. By providing funding for 
green building and renovation, we will help re-
lieve some of the burden on the school budg-
ets by helping our schools to save on energy 
expenses. This will result in savings that 
schools can dedicate to modernization, equip-
ment, or reform. 

At the same time we are improving the 
buildings our children and grandchildren learn 
in, we are also creating much needed new 
jobs. An estimate by the Economic Policy In-
stitute finds that this legislation would support 
as many as 136,000 new green jobs. This will 
put some of the thousands of unemployed in 
Michigan back to work, while also teaching 
them new skills in the clean energy sector. 

In the 110th Congress the House passed 
this legislation, but unfortunately it was not 
considered by the Senate before adjournment. 
As the school year comes to a close, I urge 
my colleagues in the Senate to consider this 
legislation quickly so that this summer school 
districts across the country can begin greening 
their schools. 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS OF 
MOTHER’S DAY 

SPEECH OF 

HON. PHIL GINGREY 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Tuesday, May 12, 2009 

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today in support of House Resolution 388, 
celebrating the role of mothers in the United 
States and supporting the goals and ideals of 
Mother’s Day. 

House Resolution 388 enumerates not only 
the ‘‘immeasurable contributions toward build-
ing strong families, thriving communities, and 
ultimately a strong Nation’’ made by mothers 
but also the importance of Mother’s Day in 
recognition of these contributions. 

From hallowed chambers to corporate 
boardrooms to classrooms to assembly lines, 
none of us would be the individuals we are 
without our mothers. While every family, every 
relationship is unique, we know that the bond 
between a child and a maternal figure—wheth-
er a mother, a grandmother, a stepmother, or 
a foster mother—is so very important. Strong 
families are the backbone of our nation. It is 
therefore very appropriate that we take this 
time today to celebrate and recognize the con-
tributions of our nation’s mothers to the 
strength and prosperity of America. 

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to take a mo-
ment of personal privilege, as I have done be-
fore on the floor of this House, to talk a little 
bit about a very special woman—my Mother, 
Mrs. Helen Cecelia Gannon Gingrey. 

Born in New York City in 1918, my mother 
has lived and continues to live life to its fullest. 
From the hustle and bustle of Manhattan to 
the serenity and beauty of South Carolina, my 
mother—grounded in her deep faith and her 
love for her husband, her children, her grand-
children, and her great grandchildren—has 
never stopped, never strayed from her com-
mitment to God and to family. 

Mr. Speaker, at 91 years young, my mother 
has also refused to let time and its effects 
keep her down, so much so that at the end of 
last year, she opted for a second knee re-
placement—with full knowledge of the inherent 
risks—because of her commitment to living life 
and making the most of every opportunity that 
God has given her. She faced this challenge 
as she does everything—with a big smile and 
an abiding faith. 

I am happy to report that in the months fol-
lowing the surgery, she has recovered very 
well and hasn’t missed a beat. As this House 
honors our nation’s mothers, I would like to 
say a special thank you to my mother, not just 
for the blessing that she has been to me and 
our family, but for being a shining example of 
a life well-lived. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to sup-
port this Resolution for mothers everywhere, 
and I yield back. 

f 

SPENCER FISH 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, May 14, 2009 

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, I proudly 
pause to recognize Spencer Fish of Liberty, 
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